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Introduction 
This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for the teaching and learning of Design 
and Technology (DT) at Hepworth J & I School. 
 
DT prepares pupils to interact with and understand the world’s rapidly changing technologies. They learn 
to think and intervene creatively to improve aspects of their everyday life, working and thinking both as 
individuals and as part of a team. DT combines practical skills with an awareness of aesthetic, social and 
environmental issues, as well as function and industrial practices. Through DT all pupils can become 
informed users of products and gain confidence to become independent thinkers and innovators. 
 
Intent 
At Hepworth J & I School we want a curriculum that focuses on developing key skills across cooking, 
structures, textiles and mechanisms. These will build each year and give pupils transferable skills which 
they can apply to other areas of the curriculum and real-life situations. We want a curriculum that inspires 
our pupils to be creative, imaginative and problem solvers. There is an eco-theme running through the DT 
curriculum which we want to use to highlight environmental issues to create active citizens. 
 
Implementation 
Our whole school curriculum leads pupils through a progression of skills and knowledge which are built 
upon in each class.  
Pupils will learn skills such as sewing through a series of short tasks. 
Pupils can then be creative and thoughtful during the design process. 
Sometimes there will be the opportunity to create a finished item that fulfils a given brief. 
Pupils will then be asked to reflect & evaluate their work so they can make improvements in future. 
The EYFS curriculum starts this process and lays the foundation for further learning and skills to be 
developed. 
 
Impact 
Pupils will enjoy the subject DT. They will develop confidence in this subject and start to apply their skills 
and knowledge to a range of situations. They will become more confident in problem solving and with 
applying the technical words they learn and their skills. They will become more precise with the work that 
they do and will care more about their finished product. There will be a clear improvement as they 
progress through school preparing them for High School and employment. 
 
Teaching and Learning of DT 
 
DT is taught through discrete lessons in which children are taught through the three phases of designing, 
making and evaluating their own products.  Each year group focuses on 3 topics throughout the year and 
each topic will focus on a different area of DT. As children progress through the school, they are presented 
with opportunities to develop these skills, as similar topics are revisited and built upon. The teaching of 
Design Technology across the school follows the National Curriculum. Children design products with a 



purpose and an intended user of the products. Food technology is implemented across the school with 
children developing an understanding of where food comes from, the importance of a varied and healthy 
diet and how to prepare this also looking at seasonality and culture. During DT lessons, many cross-curricular 
links are observed drawing upon subject knowledge and skills. Maths, English and Science. Through the 
evaluation of past and present technology they can reflect upon the impact of Design Technology on 
everyday life and the wider world. 
 
Teaching Structure 
 
Teaching should follow a six-step format when teaching DT and record these in their topic booklets: 
 

• Evaluate & analyse a range of existing products 

• Design a range of products to fit a given brief & then select one of them 

• Use a range of tools to learn how to do a practical task (eg sewing) 

• Make a finished product 

• Use technical knowledge to explain how to make things 

• Evaluate their finished products 

 
The Foundation Stage 
 
We encourage the development of skills; knowledge and understanding that help children make sense of 
their world as an integral part of the school’s work. We relate the development of the children’s 
knowledge and understanding of the world to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals. These 
early experiences include asking questions about how things work, investigating and using a variety of 
construction kits, materials, tools and products, developing making skills and handling appropriate tools 
and construction material safely and with increasing control. These activities, indoors and outdoors, attract 
the children’s interest and curiosity. 
 
Assessment and Recording 
 

• Pupils have a DT folder which will have key knowledge, assessment grids and topic booklets in. 

• Teachers will assess pupils at the end of each unit against the objectives on FFT. 

• Pupils will record their work in a booklet created for that topic. 
 
Resources 
 
Our school has a wide range of resources to support the teaching and learning of this subject across the 
school. Classrooms have a range of basic resources, with the more specialised equipment being kept in the 
design and technology cupboards. 
 
Design and Technology Health and Safety 
 
All adults leading DT lessons/ activities should ensure that they have read and understood the DT Health 
and Safety section of the Policy.  
 
Adults should ensure that: 

• DT equipment is not left out and unsupervised, Floors and work surfaces are kept clean and tidy and 
all tools used must be of good quality, in good condition and stored safely. 



• Direct safety instructions should be given to children each time they undertake a design and 
technology activity.  

• Children should be given suitable instruction on the operation of all equipment before being allowed 
to work with it. 

• Children should be strictly supervised in their use of equipment at all times. Adult to child ratio must 
be appropriate to the activity e.g. closer supervision on activities such as use of a glue gun. 

• Children should be taught to recognise and consider hazards and risks and to take action to control 
these risks, having followed simple instructions. Children should be encouraged (at appropriate times) 
to use the blank risk assessment form to assess the risk of certain activities or tools.  

• Specific health and safety points will need to be included onto topic plans. These will help teachers to 
identify activities of a high risk and highlight any areas in which they need to reduce risk or ensure safe 
practice.   

• Risk assessments are in place for any individual pupils who require them and that they are checked 
before the topic is started and then throughout any work that is taken place. 

 
 
Policy Statement regarding the use of Food 
 
When working with food: 

• An adult will be required to supervise activities involving cooking and food handling/preparation. 

• When undertaking food activities the appropriate Health and Safety procedures must be adhered to. 

• When working with food all children should follow personal hygiene guidance (tie back hair, clean 
apron, use of blue plasters and washing hands) 

• Teachers should check the dietary and medical needs of the children in their class to identify any foods 
that should not be available to specific children, or groups of children. 

• Any perishable food should be stored in a fridge. 

• Only the equipment in the food cupboard, which is for food use only, should be used. 

• Ensure that the food preparation area is cleaned with sterilizing solution. 

• Only use equipment set aside to use with food. 

• Set aside an area for children to wash their hands. 

• Teachers taking part in any food activity should dress appropriately and follow the same procedures as 
the children with regard to any rules regarding personal hygiene. 

• Ensure that all equipment is cleaned and put away in the food cupboard. 

• Ensure that all children use their own equipment when tasting food. 
• Certain spoons should be identified and used when placing food onto plates for children to taste food, 

teachers/TA’s need to ensure children do not use their own. 
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