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Music Policy 

 
Introduction: 

Music is a powerful, unique form of communication.  It is a vehicle for personal expression 
that can play an important part in a child’s development.  It also has the capacity to 
support a child in their social, emotional and mental health development by enhancing 
confidence and self-esteem. 

As well as being a creative and enjoyable activity, music can also be a highly academic and 
demanding subject. It also plays an important part in helping children develop self- 
discipline skills and feel part of a community. At Hepworth Junior and Infant School, we 
provide opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop 
the skills, to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, and to begin to make judgements 
about the quality of music. 

Intent: 

Music plays an important part in helping children develop self- discipline skills and feel 
part of a community. The intention at Hepworth Junior and Infant School is to provide 
opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop the 
skills, to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, and to begin to make judgements 
about the quality of music. 

Implementation: 

At Hepworth School we make music an enjoyable, fun learning experience. We actively 
encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim 
to build up the confidence of all children.  

1. Singing is a key component of our music teaching.  Throughout the week and 
in our weekly, whole school music lessons, we focus on developing the 
children’s singing and performance skills.   

2. Music appreciation (Listening) is also a key component of our music 
teaching.  In our whole school music lessons, we focus on a variety of key 
pieces of music, encouraging children to listen carefully and enjoy the music, 
learning about different composers, instruments and styles of music. 

3. Composition is carried out in a cross curricular manner, within other subjects 
such as literacy, history, geography, RE and science.  Children learn about and 



use the interrelated dimensions of music to compose music within a variety 
of different styles and forms, and with a range of different instruments, 
including body percussion and ICT. They have the opportunity to perform and 
evaluate their compositions.  They learn of different ways to record their 
compositions on paper.  

4. Children learn to play the basic skills of the recorder in Years 3 and 4.  They 
also learn the basics of traditional music notation.  They are then actively 
encouraged to move onto learning instruments with the music service; 
Musica Kirklees.   

 
Impact: 

Children develop a love of music and regularly sing within different areas of the 

curriculum.  They learn about famous composers and performers and become 

knowledgeable about them.   

They compose within cross-curricular subjects using a variety of instruments, 

including computers.  Composition with an ‘eco’ theme is given high priority. 

They perform a variety of music including their own compositions. 

Many pupils go on to have instrumental tuition with Musica Kirklees. 

 

Teaching and learning style 

At Hepworth School we make music an enjoyable, fun learning experience. We actively 
encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim 
to build up the confidence of all children.  

5. Singing is a key component of our music teaching.  Throughout the week and 
in our weekly, whole school music lessons, we focus on developing the 
children’s singing and performance skills.  Through singing songs, the children 
are also introduced to the interrelated dimensions of music, such as 
dynamics, tempo, musical form and so on.  

6. Music appreciation (Listening) is also a key component of our music 
teaching.  In our whole school music lessons, we focus on a variety of key 
pieces of music, encouraging children to listen carefully and enjoy the music, 
learning about different composers, instruments and styles of music. 
Examples of music played in these sessions can be found on our Long Term 
Plan.  
 

7. Composition is carried out in a cross curricular manner, within other subjects 
such as literacy, history, geography, RE and science.  Children learn about and 
use the interrelated dimensions of music to compose music within a variety 
of different styles and forms, and with a range of different instruments, 
including body percussion and ICT. They have the opportunity to perform and 
evaluate their compositions.  They learn of different ways to record their 
compositions on paper.  

8. Children learn to play the basic skills of the recorder in Years 3 and 4.  They 
also learn the basics of traditional music notation.  They are then actively 
encouraged to move onto learning instruments with the music service; 
Musica Kirklees.  Peripatetic music teachers from the service hold taster 
sessions at the beginning of each academic year plus (where appropriate) 



assemblies at different points of the year.  In addition, instrumental teachers 
help with rehearsing children who then perform on their instruments at 
school concerts (such as the school Christmas and Easter services) 
throughout the school year.  

Music curriculum planning 

Our school uses the national curriculum programmes of study as the basis for music.  Our 
long term plan clearly shows how the musical skills progress as children move up through 
the school.  

In addition to our weekly, whole school music lessons, class teachers plan and deliver music 
lessons in blocks in a cross-curricular manner each term through the school year.    

Futhermore, we use singing as a multi-sensory approach to learning and this pervades all 
subjects and is used incidentally throughout the school week.  

The Early Years Foundation Stage 

Music in our reception class is taught, in the same way as in Key Stages 1 and 2, as an 
integral part of the topic work covered each year.    

As the Reception class is part of the Early Years Foundation Stage of the National 
Curriculum, we relate the musical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in 
the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged 
three to five. Music contributes to a child’s personal and social development. Counting 
songs foster a child’s mathematical ability, and songs from different cultures increase a 
child’s knowledge and understanding of the world. 

Assessment for learning 

Children demonstrate their ability in music in a variety of different ways. Teachers will 
assess children’s work in music by making informal judgements as they observe them during 
lessons. On completion of a piece of work, the teacher assesses the work and gives oral or 
written feedback as necessary to inform future progress. Older pupils are encouraged to 
make judgements about how they can improve their own work. At the end of a unit of work, 
the teacher makes a summary judgement about the work of each pupil in relation to the 
National Curriculum, and records these as levels.   

Examples of performance and or composition will be recorded by video or using software 
such as Audacity and stored electronically in a central folder.  

Monitoring and Evaluation  

This is carried out by the music co-ordinator, across all Key Stages and includes:  

• Reviews of teacher’s planning to assess curriculum coverage, progression, 
appropriate adaptations, annotations and informal assessments.  

• Monitoring of pupil work and performance through discussions with children, and 

observation of work and performances (either performed live or recorded). 

•  Staff meetings and INSET to develop skills (where appropriate) in teaching music, 

discuss consistency across the school, standards and expectations. 

• Evaluation of extra-curricular activities, e.g. lunchtime groups, music festivals, 
musical events in the wider community.  

 



Pupil Assessment  
Assessment of pupil work and progress is ongoing by the class teacher and includes 
observation of pupils working, appropriate questioning and evaluation of any recorded work 
produced. This informs future planning and provides information for a pupil’s records, 
parent discussions and annual reports.  
 
Equal Opportunities  
All pupils regardless of age, gender, ability or cultural background have equal access to the 
music curriculum. The needs of the musically gifted and the less able are recognised and 
met through:  

• Open ended tasks 

• Differentiated questioning and tasks set  

• Appropriate grouping during the delivery of music lessons. This applies particularly 
to composition tasks.  

 
Additional Opportunities  

1. Peripatetic staffs teach lessons weekly to children who request them. Currently, in 
addition to the whole class recorder teaching to Years 3 and 4, children in school are 
learning to play guitar, cornet, trombone, clarinet, saxophone and flute. 

2. We actively encourage children to take part in extra- curricular music activities, such 
as our hand bell group and the choir for the Kirklees Primary Music Festival.  In 
addition to this, we also aim to participate in ‘special’ music events, such as the 
Holmfirth Folk Festival and community orchestral concerts with the Holme Valley 
Orchestra.  

3. The children who learn an instrument in and out of school are encouraged to share 
their skills by performing in assembly and, either as a soloist or within an ensemble, 
in whole school concerts.  
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