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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICY

INTRODUCTION

Religious Education should help children to clarify and interpret their perceptions of
themselves and the world around them. Then they may progress to searching for answers to
ultimate questions: those which reason beyond the mundane and ordinary, fowards those
concerned with basic human existence. If this is fo be achieved, the key principle will be
exploring and reflecting upon the place and significance of religious beliefs and practices in
everyday life, with children learning both about and from religion.

AIMS
At Hepworth the school aims to:
* Provide children with knowledge of Christian beliefs and traditions and other major
religions represented in Great Britain, as well as different world views, so that they
may reflect on the role these have played in shaping society, both past and present,

and the relevance these faiths have today.

= Contribute to children's spiritual development, by providing times for focussed personal
reflection on the experiences and beliefs of both themselves and others.

= Contribute to children's social development, by fostering an atmosphere in which every
individual is valued and, as such, is treated with care and respect.

»  Enhance cultural awareness, by responding to the fundamental questions of life, with
reference to the experiences of religions and to the child's own understanding and
experience.

»  To develop critical and reflective skills.

*  Make strong links with religious communities so that children may experience a 'living
faith' and recognise the significance in the lives of Christians and other faiths.

RE Curriculum




At Hepworth School we follow the Kirklees & Calderdale 2019-2024 Agreed RE Syllabus
'Believing and Belonging'. This provides children with an opportunity to study Christianity,
Islam, Sikhism, Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism and Humanism [non-religious world views]

Children learn about different religions throughout school and also through visits to Places
of Worship which provide valuable first-hand learning experiences. Such experiences
promote and enhance understanding and empathy. We also invite religious leaders to
Hepworth School and celebrate diversity through festivals and celebrations.

In Reception and KS1 the children study two main religions - Christianity and Islam. We have
an on-going twinning project with Mount Pleasant School, Jamia Masjid Noor Mosque and
Hepworth Church. The Year 2 children visit the Mosque with children from Mount Pleasant
School and have hands on experience of Islamic rituals including hand washing and praying.
Reception and Year 1 and 2 children visit Hepworth Church with children from Mount
Pleasant School and take part in a mock Baptism ceremony with Reverend Keith. Class 3 visit
a Synagogue in Manchester and Class 4 walk to New Mill to respect Remembrance Day.

Learning about Religions prompted by questions

Reception
e Where do we live and who lives there?
e How are special times celebrated?
e What makes a good helper?
e What can we see in our wonderful world?
e Who and what are special to us?

e Which books and stories are special?

e How do we celebrate special events?

e What does it mean to belong to a church and a mosque?

e How and why do we care for others?

e  Who brought messages about God and what did they say?

Year 2
e How is new life welcomed?
e How can we make good choices?
e How do people pray?
e How do we look after our planet?
e What did Jesus teach and how did He live?

Year 3
e How do Jews remember God's covenant with Abraham and Moses?



What is spirituality and how do people experience this?
What do Christians believe about a good life?

What do creation stories tell us about our world?

Who can inspire us?

e How are important events remembered in ceremonies?

e  What faiths are shared in our community?

e How do the Five Pillars guide Muslims?

e Why are Gurus at the heart of Sikh belief and practice?

e  Why are some places and journeys special?

e What values are shown in the codes for living?

e Should we forgive others?

e What do Christians believe about the old and new covenants?

e How do Sikhs show commitment?

e What do Christians believe about Jesus's death and resurrection?
e How does growing up bring responsibilities?

e How do Jews remember kings and prophets in worship and life?

In Religious Education sessions, children work in a variety of ways appropriate to their needs,
and to the learning outcome. Children may work as a class, as a group or on an individual
basis.

The role of the teacher will be determined by the needs of the children and the intended
learning outcome. Emphasis will be given on offering a range of opportunities for questioning
and reflection.

The children will be encouraged to communicate their R.E. findings to others using a variety
of different ways, for example verbally, using written models, computing, photographs,
illustrations/pictures, shared assemblies and through drama.

Links with Community Cohesion; Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural [SMSC]; and British
Values are also key roles of RE at Hepworth. We support community cohesion, SMSC and the
development of Fundamental British Values through the provision of opportunities for all
pupils in various ways. Celebrating a variety of local, national and international festivals e.g.
Festivals of light [Diwali], Remembrance Day and Chinese New Year. Understanding how
different people celebrate both religious and non-religious festivals. Charity work including
refugee week, children in need, sport relief and food banks.

Resources/artefacts are stored centrally in the library




EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY

Religious Education plays an integral part to the provision of a broad and balanced curriculum.
Parents are, however, made aware that they may exercise their right to withdraw children
from Religious Education lessons.

The ethos of Hepworth School includes a positive approach, committed to inclusion which
encourages children to achieve. Each unit begins with what a child already knows, either as a
result of life experience, or previous learning. The teaching and learning then extends their
knowledge and understanding. We aim to ensure equal access to RE for all our children.
Teaching takes account of pupil's cultural backgrounds, abilities and different learning styles.

Throughout the units, emphasis is placed upon the importance of discussion as a means of
extending the children's learning. The class teacher will aim to provide support where
needed, and further activities to extend the understanding of children working beyond
expectations.

RE has a distinctive role to play by educating children about the faith of other cultures. As
such, all six major world religions are studied. In doing so attention is focussed on what
members of these faiths do, working towards an understanding of what they believe.
Children are given the opportunity through visits to engage with people, places of worship,
artefacts and festivals. Our aim through this approach is for children to view diversity as
something fo be celebrated, promoting empathy and preparing them for life in a multicultural
society.

Intent:

At Hepworth J & I School Religious Education encourages children to learn from different
religions, beliefs, values and traditions while exploring their own beliefs and questions of
meaning. Through RE learners are encouraged to develop their sense of identity and
belonging. Our intent is that Religious Education at Hepworth encourages learning about
religions and from religions and also considers non-religious/Humanist aspects.

We want to equip all our children with the ability to think for themselves as they study
religions. To be open minded to other points of view and to identify and challenge
misconceptions and prejudice. To listen to each other and not be afraid of making their own
voice heard, justifying their viewpoint with reasoned consideration. We aim fo encourage
learners to be critical thinkers and develop their communication skills in order to debate
controversial issues without causing offense to others. We want our learners to be inspired
by Religious Education and motivated to make a positive difference in the lives of those
around them.

RE plays an important role, along with all other curriculum areas, particularly PSHE, in
promoting social awareness and understanding in our children. We encourage our children to
ask questions about the world and to reflect on their own beliefs, values and experiences.
We include and promote British Values, ensuring that children are aware of their rights and
responsibilities as UK citizens. Our curriculum is designed to encourage creativity,
imagination, enquiry, debate, discussion and independence.



Implementation:

Visits to places of worship take place to Hepworth Church, Jamia Masjid Noor [Mosque],
Guru Nanak [Sikh Gurdwara], and a Jewish Synagogue/Holocaust Museum in Manchester.
RE is based on the locally agreed syllabus in Kirklees and this will be reviewed in 2024.

RE will reflect the religious traditions in Britain, which are, in the main, Christian, while
taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions represented in
Britain.

At Hepworth Christianity, Islam and Sikhism are studied in depth as these religions
represent the majority in Huddersfield.

Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism and Humanist aspects are also researched from Early Years to
Year 6 linked with Festivals and Celebrations.

Impact:

The children at Hepworth J and I School enjoy learning about other religions and why people
choose, or choose not to follow a religion. Through their learning, they are able to make links
between their own lives and those of others in their community and in the wider world,
developing an understanding of other people's cultures and ways of life. As such, Religious
Education is invaluable in an ever-changing world.

Visits to places of worship provide real life situations to aid recall. Keys skills & knowledge
are re-visited yearly. Drama and songs are used to reinforce recall. Key Knowledge criteria
are revisited with each child. Prior learning is reviewed at the start of each topic.

The nature of this subject is that pupils won't ‘fall behind'. If a pupil is struggling they will
get support from an adult during the sessions. We will go over key knowledge and they will
retain more from over-learning. Some pupils receive extra support during a particular aspect
of their learning. Written work may be adapted for individual pupils.

AT Hepworth School links have been developed to visit places of worship and this has been
the main focus for learning from, and learning about a religion and the non-religious
perspective -Humanism.

In KS1 a three-year programme has been created and a two-year programme to support KS2.
Staff have worked together to share knowledge and ideas.

In the Early Years Foundation Stage, the learning outcomes are linked to Christianity and
Islam and a range of other beliefs and cultures. Religious Education makes an active
contribution to all six areas of learning in ferms of Early Learning Goals, but has a
particularly important contribution to make to personal, social and emotional development and
knowledge and understanding of the world. Floor books are used to record research
completed in RE which is mainly topic based.

REVIEW AND EVALUATION

Policy Reviewed in September 2022



